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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

PRELUDE

CELEBRATING OUR LIFE TOGETHER

GATHERING MUSIC Njalo South African

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Come, people of the Spirit who have gathered in the Spirit, and open your minds
and hearts to the presence of God giver of life.
Breathe on us breath of God; fill us with life anew.
May we silence the stream of thinking that distracts us from the Spirit of God living
in the depths of minds and hearts.
Breathe on us breath of God; fill us with life anew.
We know that a single conscious breath is enough to make space for us to become
present to God'’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit that enables us to be whole, to be holy.
Great Spirit come and rest in us.

Carroll Saussy

*HYMN Breathe on Me, Breath of God Chancel Hymnal, No. 254

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew,
that I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure,
until with thee | will one will to do and to endure.

Breathe on me, Breath of God, till | am wholly thine,
until this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine.

Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall | never die,
but live with thee the perfect life of thine eternity.

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION (unison)
Holy One, Breath of Creation, You stretched out the heavens and set the earth dancing
with life. You whispered belovedness over Jesus rising from the Jordan, and your Spirit
rested upon him like a gentle dove. Rest your Spirit upon us now. Stretch our hearts
where they have grown tight. Soften the places that have been hardened by fear or
disappointment. Wake the embers of joy that still glow beneath the ash. Remind us
that we are your Beloved, not because of what we have done, but because of who you



are and the love that holds us. Through your Spirit, let us remember who we are,
and who we are becoming together—your people of compassion, courage, and gentle
justice. In the name of Christ, the One who shows us how to be human, we pray. Amen.

CHORAL RESPONSE The Lone Wild Bird Trad. American

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my Servant, whom | uphold my chosen one, in whom | delight!

I have endowed you with my Spirit that you may bring true justice to the nations.
You do not cry out or raise your voice, or make yourself heard in the street.

So gentle that you do not break a bruised reed, or quench a wavering flame,
faithfully you will bring forth true justice. You will neither waver nor be crushed
until justice is established on earth, for the islands await your teaching! Thus says
YHWH, who created the heavens and spread them out,

One: Listen to what the Spirit is teaching.
All:  Thanks be to God.

WORD FOR CHILDREN Love Pastor Jennifer
by Matt de la Pefia, Loren Long, Illustrator
Children (ages 3 years old though 5th grade) are invited to attend a Sunday School faith formation
class. Following the Word for Children, children will dismiss with their teachers to the classrooms
on the lower level, through the front side door of the sanctuary. Parents/guardians, please pick
up children in their classroom following the worship service. Parents/guardians are welcome to
accompany their child(ren) if they choose. Visitors are welcome.

Nursery care for infants through age 3 is available in the nursery on the lower level.
Our nursery caregiver is Caitlin Vredenburg. Our nursery helper is Mariana Nolan.

ANTHEM Offertory Beck

SCRIPTURE Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.

John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this
way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized,
just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he
saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from the
heavens said, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

One: This is the word of God for the people of God.
All: Thanks be to God.



CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Open Thou Mine Eyes Rutter

SERMON “Beloved” Rev. Jennifer Knutsen

*HYMN Water, River, Spirit, Grace Chalice Hymnal, No. 366

Water, River, Spirit, Grace, sweep over me, sweep over me!
Recarve the depths your fingers traced in sculpting me
In sculpting me, in sculpting me.

MORNING PRAYER

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION
Refrain: One: Holy One, in your mercy,
All: Receive our prayers.

THE PRAYER THAT JESUS TEACHES (unison)
Our Loving God who art in heaven
hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil
for thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR GIFTS
As we share our gifts, we remember that in serving one another, we serve the Christ
among us.

Offertory
Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)
Holy One, Source of Living Water, you gather us in, wash us in grace, and remind us
that we are your Beloved. As water flows from its source to nourish field and forest,
so let our giving flow outward—to nourish hope, to tend healing, to join the slow and
sacred work of renewing the world. Bless these gifts and bless the lives from which they
come. May they ripple outward in acts of compassion, in courage where it is needed,
and in justice that is gentle and strong. Amen.

RENEWAL BLESSING WITH WATER

One:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

Beloved of God, today we remember that we are a people formed in water

and Spirit. We remember that Jesus stepped into the waters of the Jordan,

not because he needed to be cleansed, but to show us what it means to be fully
human— to say yes to God, yes to belovedness, yes to the work of mercy and
justice. Today we step into that yes again.

Come, you who are weary,

you who have been bruised by life,

you whose flame has flickered in the winds of the world.
We come, longing to be renewed.

The Holy One who stretches out the heavens is still stretching us—
stretching our hearts toward courage,

our hands toward compassion,

our lives toward love and justice.

We open ourselves to be stretched into new life.

A voice from heaven says to us, as it said to Jesus:

You are my beloved. This Spirit rests upon us, too.

We are God’s beloved, forgiven and free,

embraced in the Spirit, whole and holy.

Let us pray:

Holy One, you moved over the waters at creation.
You carried your people through the sea and into freedom.
Your Spirit descended upon Jesus in the river.
Bless now this water.

Let it awaken memory.

Let it carry mercy.

Let it bring healing.

Let it renew courage

Let it stir our hearts toward your dream.

Amen.



One: Beloved of God, let us come to the water.
All: Let us remember that nothing separates us from the love of God.
One: May the love of God restore and renew you.

You are invited to come forward to dip your hand into the water
and touch it to your own forehead. Please indicated to an usher
if you would like one of the pastors to bring the water to you.

PRAYER OF AFFIRMATION (unison)
God of grace, through your love, you restore and renew us to be the Body of Christ—
not alone, but together. May the Spirit of Christ live in and through us. May we live
into our calling to bring justice and love to the world. May we not grow discouraged
or be afraid, but walk by faith in compassion, courage, and joy. Amen.

*HYMN Wind Upon the Waters Chalice Hymnal, No. 247

Wind upon the waters, voice upon the deep,
rouse your sons and daughters, wake us from our sleep,
breathing life into all flesh, breathing love into all hearts,

living wind upon the waters of my soul.

Showers from the heavens, water from the earth,
gift so wholly given, source of ev’ry birth;
joy of ev’ry living thing, making all creation sing,
shower down upon the dry earth of my soul.

Rock and hill and garden, wood and desert sand,
prairie, field and meadow, shaped by Love’s own hand,
love that fills the world around, springing up from barren ground,
grow your love within the garden of my soul.

*BENEDICTION
Go now as people who have passed again through the waters
washed in mercy, renewed in courage, and stretched wide in compassion.
Let your tenderness be your strength, and your joy be your witness.
For nothing—nothing in life or in death,
nothing in the heights or the depths,
nothing in the world as it is or in the world as it is becoming—
can separate you from the love of God.
Go in peace, to love and to live,
in the name of the Creator, the Christ,
and the Spirit who makes all things new.

Thanks be to God. Amen.



*BENEDICTION RESPONSE

POSTLUDE

Service Prayers written by Rev. Michael Anthony Howard, adapted. ucc.org worship ways.

Thanks to our worship helpers today!
Liturgist: Donna Perry
Digital Host: Dan Hockensmith
Greeter: Karl Knutsen
Welcome Table: Frances Hockensmith

Welcome to Rockville United Church!

We are glad you have joined us for worship this morning. We trust that you will find RUC
to be a welcoming and engaging place to explore the life of faith within a community
that honors each person’s spiritual journey. We encourage you to ask questions, visit our
website, and share your contact information at the welcome table near the front doors.
I hope to greet you personally following worship, and invite you to contact me.

Blessings,
Rev. Jennifer Knutsen ~ jennifer@rockvilleunitedchurch.org

Our complimentary Wi-Fi network is RUC Mesh. The password is heavenly.

Please Scan Me To Give To RUC.



RUC Staff

Rev. Jennifer R. Knutsen, Senior Pastor
Rev. Guy S. Johnson, Associate Pastor
Jim Levy, Director of Music
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Juan Mendez, Sexton

Rockville United Church
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)/United Church of Christ
355 Linthicum Street, Rockville, Maryland 20851
301-424-6733 ~ www.RockvilleUnitedChurch.org
(Office Hours: Wed, Fri—10am to 3pm or by appointment)
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