Rockville (United Church

Frcsbgterian Church (U.S.A.)/Unitecl Church of Cl‘nrist
ist Sundag of Advent

Novembcr 30,2025 ~ Hybrid Worship



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
PRELUDE
CELEBRATING OUR LIFE TOGETHER

GATHERING MUSIC When God is a Child Chalice Hymnal, No. 132
(verse 1)

Hope is a star that shines in the night,
leading us on till the morning is bright.
When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

We gather to watch, wait, and pray for the coming of light into the world.

We long for the day when the hope, peace, joy, and love will overcome despair,
discord, suffering, and oppression.

Early in the morning and very late at night, here in this room, and out in the world,
we long for Divine Love to break in.

Meet us in this space, Holy One. Surprise us with your presence. Fill us with your
good news, we sing, we worship, we pray!

*ADVENT SONG Sing Out With Great Joy Pattison/Poe/Reid
Sing out with great joy for Christmas now approaches.
Watch for his arrival, the little baby boy.
Your savior is coming; put out the advent wreath.
And light the advent candle one: He comes, He comes.

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE Cameron and Brennis Dulany and Mary Sue Pletcher

We light candles on the Advent wreath as a sign of the light of Christ always coming
into the world. In Christ there is life and light for all people. Today we light the first
candle — the candle of hope. In a world full of fear, where do you see hope?
We feel hopeful when we gather together. We see hope when we look to the next
generation. We know hope, deep in our bones, when we dream of a better world.
Hope is our belief that God can bring forth beauty even amid brokenness.
You are right. Even in a fearful world, hope is all around us. We light the candle of hope
as a reminder of this good news. May this flicker of light help us remember that we have
reason to hope.

(The first candle is lit)



Let us pray:
God of Hope, as we enter this Advent season, we open the hurting places in our lives,
in our nation, and around the world to the healing light of Christ. Prepare our hearts to
be transformed by you, that we may walk in the light of Christ and be bearers of hope
in a troubled world. Amen.
Jeanine Slettom, adapted

*SHARING THE HOPE OF CHRIST
You are invited to greet your neighbors with these words:
“The hope of Christ be with you. And also with you.”

*HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel Chalice Hymnal, No. 119
(verses 1and2)

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.

Refrain:
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer, our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s deep shadows put to flight. Refrain

PRAYER OF TRANSFORMATION (unison)

Ever-present God, we long to feel you close. We long to feel your presence in our lives.
We long for you to break through the chaos and suffering of this world. Help us to open
ourselves to you in the midst of the difficulty of waiting, the uneasiness of not knowing
what is yet to come. Help us to stay attentive to the stirring deep within that reminds us
that you are never far away. Help us to receive you, even when we are dfraid, even when
our hearts are breaking. Come to us and abide with us, our God-with-us, Emmanuel.
Amen.

MOMENT OF SILENCE

CHORAL RESPONSE Gloria, Gloria Taize



SCRIPTURE Lamentations 3:55-57 New Revised Standard Version
Updated
I called on your name, O God,
from the depths of the pit;
you heard my plea, “Do not close your ear
to my cry for help, but give me relief!”
You came near when | called on you;
you said, “Do not fear!”

One: Listen to what the Spirit is teaching.
All: Thanks be to God.

WORD FOR CHILDREN Chrismons Suzanne Junod

Children (ages 3 years old though 5th grade) are invited to attend a Sunday School faith formation
class. Following the Word for Children, children will dismiss with their teachers to the classrooms
on the lower level, through the front side door of the sanctuary. Parents/guardians, please pick
up children in their classroom following the worship service. Parents/guardians are welcome to

accompany their child(ren) if they choose. Visitors are welcome.

Nursery care for infants through age 3 is available in the nursery on the lower level.
Our nursery caregiver is Caitlin Vredenburg. Our nursery helpers are Marian Coger and Donna Lalley.

ANTHEM Wachet Auf J.S. Bach

SCRIPTURE Luke 1:5-13

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged
to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was descended from the daughters of Aaron,
and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blame-
lessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no
children because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. Once when
he was serving as priest before God during his section’s turn of duty, he was chosen
by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord

to offer incense. Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the
people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing
at the right side of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified,

and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah,

for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will
name him John.

One: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
All:  Thanks be to God.



CHORAL PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Ruah Fulmer
SERMON “Hope Born of Longing” Rev. Jennifer Knutsen

*HYMN Come, O Long-expected Jesus Chalice Hymnal, No. 125

Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set your people free.
From our fears and sins release us, Christ in whom our rest shall be.
You, our strength and consolation, come salvation to impart;
dear desire of many a nation, joy of many a longing heart.

Born your people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king,
born to reign in us forever, born your gracious realm to bring.
By your own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
by your all-sufficient merit raise us to your glorious throne.

MORNING PRAYER

PRAYERS OF THE CONGREGATION
Refrain: One: Holy One, in your mercy,
All: Receive our prayers.

THE PRAYER THAT JESUS TEACHES (in unison)

Our Loving God who art in heaven hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil

for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

OFFERING OUR GIFTS

As we share our gifts, we remember that in serving one another, we serve the Christ
among us.

Offertory

*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



PRAYER OF DEDICATION (unison)

God of grace, we give thanks for your presence kindled within us through the gifts we
share and the hope we receive in caring for one another. Nourished by your love,

may we go forth to proclaim the good news that your light shines even when and where
we least expect it. May we be led out with hope, filled with your grace, to shine the light
of your love wherever we go. Amen.

*HYMN Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn Chalice Hymnal, No. 138

Awake! Awake and greet the new morn, for angels herald its dawning,
sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts together,
he opens wide the heav’nly door, and lives now inside us forever.

In deepest night his coming shall be, when all the world is despairing,
as morning light so quiet and free, so warm and gentle and caring.
Then shall the silent join in song, the tired shall leap in wonder,
the weak be raised above the strong, and weapons be broken asunder.

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, though dark the winter and cheerless,
the rising sun shall crown you with light, be strong and loving and fearless;
love be our song and love our prayer, and love, our endless story,
may God fill ev’ry day we share, and bring us at last into glory.

*BENEDICTION
In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit.
May you reach for each other’s hands.
May you choose courage whenever you can.
And in all things, may you remember
that good news is louder than fear.
In the name of the one who calls,
the one who sends,
and the one who journeys with us,
go in peace and be not afraid.

BENEDICTION RESPONSE

POSTLUDE

Liturgy adapted from “A Sanctified Art” sanctifiedart.org



Thanks to our worship helpers today!

Liturgist: Denise Rozell
Digital Host: Dan Hockensmith
Greeter: Martine Palmiter
Welcome Table: Beth Frentrup

Welcome to Rockville United Church!

We are glad you have joined us for worship this morning. We trust that you will find RUC
to be a welcoming and engaging place to explore the life of faith within a community
that honors each person’s spiritual journey. We encourage you to ask questions, visit our
website, and share your contact information at the welcome table near the front doors.
I hope to greet you personally following worship, and invite you to contact me.

Blessings,
Rev. Jennifer Knutsen
jennifer@rockvilleunitedchurch.org

Our complimentary Wi-Fi network is RUC Mesh. The password is heavenly.

Please Scan Me To Give To RUC.
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