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PRELUDE                     
 
PRESENTATION OF OUR COMMON LIFE 
  
GATHERING MUSIC                                       Gather Us In                        SWMN, No. 183, verses 1 & 2 
 

Here in this place new light is streaming,  
now is the darkness vanished away. 

See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in the lost and forsaken,  
gather us in the blind and the lame; 

Call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

We are the young our lives are a mystery, 
we are the old who yearn for your face. 

We have been sung throughout all of history, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 

Gather us in the rich and the haughty,  
gather us in the proud and the strong;    
give us a heart so meek and so lowly, 

give us the courage to enter the song.            
                              
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                        adapted from Psalm 47 

One: Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy. 
All: For God, the Most High, is awesome, a great Mother over all the earth. 
One: God has gone up with a shout, with the sound of a trumpet. 
All: Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises with a psalm,  
 for God watches over all the earth.  Sing praises to God’s name!   
One: Share the story!  Share the stories of salvation!  Share the tales of Love. 
All: Alleluia! Amen! 
 

*HYMN                                        Praise with Joy the Word’s Creator                              SWMN, No. 3 

Praise With Joy The World’s Creator, 
God Of Justice, Love, And Peace, 

Source And End Of Human Knowledge, 
Force Of Greatness Without Cease. 

Celebrate The Maker’s Glory, 
Power To Rescue And Release. 



Praise To Christ Who Feeds The Hungry, 
Frees The Captive, Finds The Lost, 
Heals The Sick, Up-Sets Religion, 
Fearless Both Of Fate And Cost. 

Celebrate Christ’s Constant Presence: 
Friend And Stranger, Guest And Host. 

 

Praise The Spirit Sent Among Us, 
Liberating Truth From Pride, 

Forging Bonds Where Race Or Gender, 
Age Or Nation Dare Divide. 

Celebrate The Spirit’s Treasure: 
Foolishness None Dare Deride. 

 

Praise The Maker, Christ, And Spirit, 
One God In Community, 

Calling Christians To Embody 
Oneness And Diversity. 

Thus The World Shall Yet Believe, When 
Shown Christ’s Vibrant Unity. 

 

PRAYER OF HOPE 
One: Sometimes we come sure of ourselves and comfortable with the  
 lessons of our past; sometimes we come confused and wanting to forget.  
 But confused or sure, we confess: 
All: God is solid as rock 
         God is strong as earth. 
 God is as safe as loving arms. 
One:    Sometimes we come here filled with health and strength; sometimes  
 welcome ill or weak.  But weak or strong, healthy or ill, we affirm: 
All: God is solid as rock 
         God is strong as earth. 
 God is as safe as loving arms. 
One:   Sometimes we come feeling loved and cherished; sometimes we come  
 lonely and afraid.  But lonely or loved, we celebrate: 
All: God is solid as rock 
         God is strong as earth. 
 God is as safe as loving arms.  Amen. 
 

 



CHORAL RESPONSE       If You Believe and I Believe                               SWMN, No. 127 
 

If you believe and I believe and we together pray, 
The Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free, 

And set God’s people free, and set God’s people free; 
The Holy Spirit must come down and set God’s people free. 

 
WORD FOR CHILDREN     What Mommies Do Best/What Daddies Do Best        Pastor Jennifer 
                                              by Laura Numeroff, illustrated by Lynn Munsinger 
 
SCRIPTURE  Psalm 66:1-12                         From Psalms for Praying,  
                                   Nan C. Merrill 

Sing a joyful song to the Beloved all the earth, and praise Love’s name;  
Sing in glorious exultation!  We say to You, “How magnificent are your ways:  
So great is your power that fear and doubt vanish before You; You are our Teacher  
for all ages: We, who choose to listen and learn, sing songs of gratitude and joy. 
 

Come and see what the Beloved has done; wondrous are the deeds of Love.   
Remember when the sea turned to dry land? There, we did rejoice in the One,  
who rules by the mighty Spirit of Love forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations – 
let not those who strive for power exalt themselves!  Bless the Beloved, Heart of our 
hearts, let the sound of our praises be heard. 
 

You keep us attuned to life and guide our feet on solid ground. 
 

 One: Listen to what the Spirit is teaching. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
MUSICAL INTERLUDE                                                 
 
SCRIPTURE                   Isaiah 66: 10-14                        The Inclusive Bible 

“Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad because of her, 
all you who love her; 
Exult, exult with her, 
all you who were mourning over her!  
Oh, that you may suckle fully 
of the milk of her comfort, 
that you may nurse with delight 
at her abundant breasts!”  
For thus says YHWH: 
“I will spread peace over her like a river, 



and the wealth of the nations 
like an overflowing torrent. 
As nurslings, you will be carried in her arms, 
and fondled in her lap; 
as a mother comforts her child so will I comfort you; 
in Jerusalem you will find your comfort.” When you see this, your heart will rejoice, 
and your bodies will flourish like the grass. 
God’s faithful ones 
will see the power of YHWH, 
but God’s enemies 
will know heaven’s wrath.  

   

One:   This is the Word of God for the People of God. 
All:   Thanks be to God 

 
SERMON                                       “A Mother’s Comfort”                   Rev. Scott Winnette  
 

 

*HYMN                                                   There’s a Spirit in the Air                                      SWMN, No. 97                  

There’s a spirit in the air, 
telling Christians everywhere: 

“Praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working in our world.” 

Lose your shyness, find your tongue; 
tell the world what God has done: 

God in Christ has come to stay, 
we can see his power today. 

 

When believers break the bread 
when a hungry child is fed: 

praise the love that Christ revealed 
living, working in our world. 

 

Still his Spirit leads the fight, 
seeing wrong and setting right: 
God in Christ has come to stay, 

we can see his power today. 
 

When a stranger’s not alone, 
where the homeless find a home, 



praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working in our world. 

 

May the Spirit fill our praise, 
guide our thoughts and change our ways: 

God in Christ has come to stay, 
we can see his power today. 

 

There’s a Spirit in the air, 
calling people everywhere: 

praise the love that Christ revealed, 
living, working in our world. 

 
SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 

Invitation  
One: This is the joyful feast of the people of God.  People will come from north, 
 south, east, and west to sit at the table in the realm of God. 
All:  Here in this place, the communion table is open to people of all races, creeds, 
 sexual orientations, gender identities, economic circumstances, and ages: 
 adults, teens, and children. 
One:    This is Christ’s table, all are invited to share the feast which he has prepared. 
  

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
One: God be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to God. 
One: Let us give thanks to God Most High. 
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
One: Let us continue in prayer… 

 
BLESSING 

One: I invite you to raise your hands over the food you share in an ancient sign  
 of blessing as we pray:   
All: Loving God, 
 pour out your Spirit upon us 
 and on these gifts we share 
 that we may be one with Christ  
 in whom you came to be one with us. Amen. 

 



SHARING THE ELEMENTS 
 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT (in unison)  
 

God of grace, we give thanks for your presence with us 
through the gifts of communion— 
the food and prayers we share— 
the love we share for one another and for you. 
Nourished by your love,  
may we go forth to proclaim the good news  
that your spirit is alive! 
May we follow the lead of our Good Mother, 
to walk in paths of righteousness, 
and to love one another in word and action,  
that all may walk without fear, 
and feast at the table of abundance,  
and drink deeply from the cup of compassion.  Amen. 
 

*HYMN                   Sing a New World Into Being                            SWMN, No. 200 

Sing a new world into being, sound a bold and hopeful theme. 
Find a tune for silent yearnings, lend your voice and dare to dream. 
Dream a church where all who worship find their lives and loves belong. 
Sing a new world into being, sing as Christ inspires your song. 
 

Sing a new world into being, where each gender class and race. 
Brings its rainbow gifts and colors to God’s limitless embrace. 
Where the lines that once divided form instead the ties that bind. 
Sing a new world into being, Risk transforming heart and mind. 
 

Sing a new world into being, where the homeless find a home. 
Where no children ever hunger, but are filled with God’s shalom. 
Where all people work for justice, where all hate and vengeance cease. 
Sing a new world into being, raise the harmonies of peace. 
 

Sing a new world into being, Join the ancient prophets’ cry. 
For a time of health and plenty, when all tears have been wiped dry. 
When compassion flows like waters, pouring balm for all who grieve. 
Sing a new world into being, live the promise you believe.   

 

*BENEDICTION  
 

POSTLUDE 


